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CPE proposes
tuition cap
MARIANNE HALE
news@chherald.com
A proposed tuition ceiling
could keep tuition costs from
going through the roof next
year.
A tuition ceiling, or cap, is the
maximum amount universities
can increase tuition.
A staff recommendation to
the Council on Postsecondary
Education
would
limit
Western’s next tuition increase
to 4 percent, half of last year’s
8 percent increase.
President Gary Ransdell
said next year’s tuition increase
would help pay fixed cost
increases, such as utility costs
which the university will always
have to pay.
Council members will vote
on the recommendation at
their March 6 meeting, CPE
Communications Director Sue
Patrick said.
Patrick
said
the
recommendation proposes a 4
percent limit to regional schools,
including Western; a 5 percent
limit to research institutions,
such as the University of
Kentucky; and a 3 percent limit
to the Kentucky Community
and Technical College System.
See TUITION,
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Officials follow
up after fifth
week assessment
MANDY SIMPSON
news@chherald.com

1 down 1 to go
Tops clinch Sun Belt regular season title, now turn their attention to Sun Belt Tournament

DAVID HARTEN
sports@chherald.com

Freshmen didn’t hear sirens
or get text messages when
the Academic Advising and
Retention Center initiated its
early warning alert system this
week.
But struggling students
should be on the lookout.
“We’re looking for them,”
AARC Director Ellen Bonaguro
said. “We want to help them get
back on track,” she said.
Fifth week assessments of
grades and attendance for all
freshman in 100-level classes
became available on TopNet
Monday.
Faculty for 100-level courses
entered a grade of D, F or Pass
for each freshman’s academic
assessment, Bonaguro said.
Professors also entered an
attendance grade, she said.
AARC is also partnering with
Housing and Residence Life to
follow up with students who
get poor assessments, Bonaguro
said.
The effort to follow up with
students after the fifth week
assessment has allowed Western
to retain more freshmen, she
said.
“We don’t want to leave
students here if they aren’t
doing well and not help them,”
she said.
See FIFTH,

ARIANA MCLAUGHLIN/Herald

Junior guard A.J. Slaughter looks for an open pass as MTSU’s Eric Allen blocks during the second half of Saturday’s game in Murfeesboro, Tenn. The Hilltoppers won
68-49 to become the Sun Belt Conference East Division champions. Slaughter reached double figures for the 13th-straight game which to brings him double figures in 25
of 27 games played this season.
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MURFREESBORO, Tenn. — It may not have been
the way Western wanted to close out the 41st regular
season conference championship in the program’s
history, but the game’s ending could prove to be
valuable later.
The Toppers (21-8, 15-3 Sun Belt Conference East
Division) nearly blew a 22-point half-time lead in their
68-49 victory at Middle Tennessee State (17-13, 10-8 Sun
Belt East) before finally putting the Blue Raiders away
and clinching the Sun Belt East Division championship
and overall regular season conference title.
But despite the second half letdown, head coach Ken
McDonald sees the adversity Western faced as a good

thing going into the Sun Belt Conference tournament,
in which the Toppers will be a No. 1-seed.
“Looking back, it’s a great learning lesson that no
lead is too great,” he said. “And it’s just one of those
situations that, unfortunately, we had to get a little
stressed out. But we are gonna learn from it, because
we wanted to extend the lead from 20 and keep going,
and we didn’t handle it right.”
That mentality is something that might’ve carried
Western through the second half. The Toppers saw
their large half-time lead dwindle to as little as four at
the 10:21 mark in the second half before using a 10-2
run to regain control.
A flurry of solid ball handling, good shot selection
and a well-played zone defense by Western in the first
half gave way to sloppy possessions on offense and

Blue Raider penetration on defense in the second half
that enabled MTSU to shoot 56.5 percent (13-for-23)
in the half after being held to 28 percent (7-for-25) in
the first half.
“It was tough,” senior guard Orlando MendezValdez said. “It affects you mentally and defensively
when they are getting five-footers, and they were just
making every little shot. A lot of it was just credit
to (MTSU) for being aggressive and us kind of just
backing off on defense.”
Close games have been somewhat of a problem for the
Toppers this season. From Jan. 15 to Feb. 19, Western
played a 10-game stretch where all its games were
decided by 10 points or less, going 8-2 in that span.
S e e S U N B E LT ,
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Up ‘til Dawn exceeds
last year’s donations
MANDY SIMPSON
news@chherald.com
McLean County freshman Josh Whitt
pressed his Crayola into a coloring book
like an oversized pre-school Picasso.
His wide grin spread across pink cheeks
colored by the heat in the Preston Center
Friday night.
Whitt knew his crayon creation had
destination other than the fridge front.
He’d seen similar hand-crafted artwork

GET INSIDE THE HERALD

hanging on the walls in his older brother’s
hospital room six years ago, he said. His
brother lost his battle with cancer, but
Whitt still smiled.
He playfully tilted his head sideways to
inspect his Bear Hug Brown and Blizzard
Blue masterpiece.
“I know where these pictures are going
to go,” Whitt said. “I know how their faces
are going to light up.”
See DAWN,
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OPINION

Alex Marks, a junior from Franklin, Tenn., (left) and Buffalo junior Whitney
Brooks race for the red swatch during Up ‘Til Dawn at the Preston Center Friday
night. Both women volunteered their time to help coordinate the event and demonstrate to participants proper use of equipment for safety and enjoyment.

NEWS
Lt. Gov Visit
Lt. Gov. Daniel Mongiardo came to
Western Thursday to talk about a possible change to the healthcare systems
and how it will create jobs for new
graduates. PAGE 3
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Western can’t get past rival MTSU,
now will play first round conference tournament game at Diddle
SPORTS PAGE

YOUR PAPER,
YOUR VOICE
Editorials, commentaries, letters
to the editor and comics. PAGE 4

Service Abroad
A group from Western visited Gales
Point, Belize to provide dental care and
health education to locals. PAGE 8
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The calendar runs every Tuesday.
Send your event post request by 3 p.m. Monday
to calendar@chherald.com.

THURSDAY

uGuest Oboe/Piano Recital with C. Johnson and C.
D’Ambrosia, 7:30 p.m., fine arts center recital hall
uVagina Monologues, 7:30 p.m., Garrett Ballroom
uAmazing Tones of Joy Bible Study, 7 p.m., DUC 349
uAmericans for Informed Democracy, 9 p.m., DUC 305
uArmy Reserve, 10 a.m., DUC lobby
uBlack Men of WKU, 6 p.m., DUC 310
uBowling Class, 9 a.m., DUC 305
uDelta Sigma Theta-pageant practice, 6 p.m., DUC Rec
room
uDelta Tau Delta, 10 a.m., DUC lobby

Crime reports

Reports
uLakeshia White, Bemis Lawrence
Hall, reported on March 1 that someone
entered her 1998 Dodge Stratus, parked
in the Regents lot, and stole her pink
Motorola cell phone. The value of the
theft was $100.
uJared Carr, Pearce-Ford Tower,
reported on Feb. 28 that his Sprint HTC
touch phone was stolen from his room.
The value of the theft was $322.98.
uKailie Watkins, PFT, reported on Feb.

Million chocolate bunnies
are made each year.
Trillion cells make up the
human body.

27 that her black Dell laptop and power
cord were stolen from her room. The
value of the theft was $320.
uCharles Groves, McCormack Hall,
reported on Feb. 27 that his black HP
Pavillion laptop was stolen from his
room. The value of the theft was $600.
uKelsie Price, PFT, reported on Feb. 26
that her pink Dickies backpack was stolen
from the South Campus main lobby. The
backpack contained a calculator, two
text books, a binder and $60 in cash. The
value of the theft was $406.

5

u WKU Wind Ensemble Concert, 7:30 p.m., DUC Theater
u Air Force ROTC, 7 p.m., DUC 308
u Alpha Gamma Delta-practice, 8 p.m., DUC Rec Room
u Anime Club, 7 p.m., MMTH 236
u Article Quizzes, 5:30 p.m., TPH 132
u Delta Tau Delta Spring Sing Practice, 6 p.m., DUC 224
u DLI Phase I, 5 p.m., DUC 349
u FBLA, 8 a.m., various campus locations
u First Planetarium Spring Show, 7 p.m., Hardin Planetarium
u Fourth Region High School Boys Basketball Tournament, 6 p.m., Diddle
Arena

t

t

uAlpha Gamma Delta-practice, 8 p.m., DUC 224
uBCM 180 Worship Service, 8:30 p.m., GH 235
uCollegiate FFA Meeting, 7:30 p.m., EST 260
uDelta Tau Delta Spring Sing Practice, 6 p.m., DUC
224
uDisciples of Christ, 7 p.m., DUC 341
uDLI Phase I, 5 p.m., DUC 349
uFCCLA, 8 a.m., DUC
uFilm Course, 2:45 p.m., MMTH 166
uFilm Viewing, 6 p.m., CH 125

Different types of bananas
exist around the world.

Source: http://www.funfacts.com.au

Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 3x3 box
contains the digits 1 through 9 with no repeats. Solution, tips
and computer program at www.sudoku.com
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Arrests
uCarol Huff, Edmonton, was arrested
on Feb. 27 for alcohol intoxication in a
public place. She was released the same
day on time served.
uElizabeth Colborn, Louisville, was
arrested on Feb. 25 for possession of
marijuana and drug paraphernalia. She
was released the next day on a $1,000
unsecured bond.

Correction

Due to a Herald error information about the results of the student
regent election was incorrect in a front page caption on Feb. 26.
Reagan Gilley won the election by 253 votes.
The Herald regrets the error.
The College Heights Herald corrects all confirmed errors that are
brought to reporters’ or editors’ attention. Please call 745-6011 or 7455044 to report a correction, or e-mail us at editor@chherald.com.
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RIDE IN STYLE WITH
PARTY 1 LIMO!
Same Price for up to 4 people.
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Continued

Friday night a crowd of
about 900 students learned
that Western’s Up ‘til Dawn
fundraiser has contributed
$110,300 St. Jude’s Children’s
Research Hospital so far
this year, Student Executive
Director Cory Gearlds said.
This total exceeds last
year’s finale total by $4,300,
said Gearlds, a Thomkinsville
junior.
Students from 30 different
campus organizations raised
money by writing letters to
community members and
businesses requesting donations
to St. Jude’s, he said.
Students wrote 32,000
letters between October and
March, Gearlds said.
Although Friday was Up
‘til Dawn’s finale event, the
donation year doesn’t end until
July, leaving letter recipients
four more months to contribute,

LINDSEY GREER/Herald

Lt. Governor Dan Mongiardo speaks to students in the fine arts center recital hall. Issues addressed
included the Kentucky economy, healthcare system and jobs for graduates in Kentucky.

Graduates could play important role in
upgrading healthcare technology
JOSH MOORE
news@chherald.com
Lt. Gov. Daniel Mongiardo
said Thursday night that
Western students could be part
of a revolution.
He said during a speech in the
fine arts center recital hall that
Kentucky officials are working
on developing a digital program
to list patient information.
Mongiardo said it would be
the first system of this kind and
would revolutionize Kentucky’s
healthcare industry.
The program would lower
healthcare costs, improve
research and create new jobs,
Mongiardo said.
“Kentucky will lead the
way to the next generation of
healthcare,” he said.
Healthcare is still practiced
the same way it was when
Mongiardo’s grandfather came
to America in 1910, Mongiardo
said.
The event was sponsored by
the Communications Department
and the Western chapter of the
International Association of
Business Communicators.

IABC is a student group
that helps its members network
with professionals and position
themselves to find a job, Faculty
Adviser Donna Renaud said.
Kentucky’s
economy,
healthcare and education are
all “strongly intertwined,”
Mongiardo said.
The Kentucky job market
will be more competitive
because of lower healthcare
costs, Mongiardo said. New
jobs created by the technology
will generate tax money which
would be used to improve
education.
The program would let doctors
share patient information, he said.
IABC President Nicole
Lyons said she agreed with
Mongiardo’s ideas.
“My grandma has to go to
tons of doctors,” Lyons said.
“And every doctor asks the
same questions.”
The program could prevent
doctors from doing duplicate tests
on patients, which could lower
healthcare costs, Mongiardo said.
Josh Wilcox, a senior from
Hendersonville, Tenn., asked
how secure patients’ information
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Gearlds said.
He expects the end of the
year total to greatly exceed
the current donation amount,
he said.
Last year, the end of the
year contribution amount
surpassed the finale total by
about $13,000, Gearlds said.
He said contributions will
increase even more this year
because of the students wrote
3,000 more letters requesting
donations.
Many student letter writers
have stories similar to Whitt’s,
Harrodsburg senior Jaclyn
Dugan said.
A recent visit to St. Jude’s
motivated Dugan to join the
Up ‘til Dawn student staff for
her third year as a participant,
she said.
“It’s just sad because these
kids are supposed to be having
fun and watching cartoons
and playing games,” she said.
“Instead, some of the kids have
lost their hair and look sickly.”
But, student’s at the finale
participated in several of the
games patients at St. Jude’s

may someday play thanks
to efforts of Up ‘til Dawn,
Gearlds said.
Some students rallied around
corn hole boards and basketball
courts shouting over the music
of a live band. Others chugged
free Red Bull and awaited the 3
a.m. dodgeball game.
New Albany sophomore
Amanda Schocke sat on the
floor eyeing a paper airplane
constructed from coloring
book paper. She said Red Bull
sponsored a paper airplane
contest and rewarded the
winner with a 10-day trip to
Europe.
“I’ve already practiced,”
she said.
Adam Fields, Up ‘til Dawn
event marketing representative,
attended Western’s finale
event and said he was in awe
of the number of people and
activities.
“Western is the model
school for Up ‘til Dawn,”
Fields said.
Reporter Magen McCrarey
contributed to this story.

would be in a digital network.
He said his identity was
stolen when someone hacked
his bank information.
He said he doesn’t agree
with putting patients’ health
information at risk too.
Mongiardo said several people
could access hospital paper records
each day, but people who hack the
network could be tracked.
Hospitals and universities
could use the program to do
research, Mongiardo said.
Graduates will play a big
part in the transition to digital
patient information, he said.
Mongiardo said healthcare
is a growing industry with
many job possibilities beyond
traditional medical positions,
such as in computer technology
and public relations.
“There are all kinds of
different opportunities that you
might not think about,” he said.
Renaud said the speech was
relevant because many students
are looking for jobs.
“I think he had a lot of creative
ideas — anything we can do to
get more jobs and keep graduates
in Kentucky,” she said.
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PEOPLE

POLL

Q: What are your
Spring Break plans?

Kyle Dahl
Bowling
Green
freshman

“Be the IGA mascot Iggy for
the Girls’ State Basketball
Tournament.”

Katario
Young
Franklin
sophomore

“Staying in and working
hard because I didn’t make
enough money to go anywhere.”

Dhara Patel
Franklin
sophomore

“I’m going to work and then
relax by watching some TV.”

Schaeffin
King
Paducah
freshman

“Go home and clean up after
the winter ice storm.”
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EDITORIAL

The will to learn

Students should worry less about grades
The issue: College students
often place their emphasis on
doing only what is required to
earn a high grade in a class.
Our view: Students should
focus on gaining valuable
knowledge and experience
from their courses instead of
just pursuing good grades.
Though their reasons might
vary, most high school students
would say one of the main reasons they’ll attend college is to
gain the experience necessary
for their future career.
Aspiring
photographers
need to practice taking photos.
Future dental hygienists need
to clean teeth. College is meant
to act as a training ground for
those who want to prepare for
their forthcoming profession.
But too often, students lose
sight of that goal with the start
of a new semester. Tests are
given, papers are due and students find themselves scrambling to stay on top of their
grades.
For some students, scholarship money hinges on the grades
they receive. Others know that
the difference between a “C”
and a “D” could dictate whether they’re allowed to remain in
school.
Such a mindset stems from

a system that Americans have
bought into for far too long.
It’s a system built on the false
belief that the ultimate measure of success in a class can
be found on a report card.
Anyone who doubts that
such an attitude exists should
think back to the last time
their parents asked them how
school was going.
Chances are good that their
question was, “How are your
grades?” as opposed to, “What
are you learning?”
Upon graduation, those students who find a job will find
out quickly that doing most of
what they’re expected won’t
keep them in that job for very
long.
In the “real world,” an
employer’s most valued assets
are often a ferocious work
ethic and a desire to go above
what is expected.
Developing such habits in
college begins with being a
good consumer of the education environment.
When viewed another way,
students who pay tuition are
essentially slapping down a
large amount of money every
time they walk into a classroom.
Such a perspective reinforc-

es the importance of not only
attending class, but retaining
the knowledge and skills that
are presented there.
Although some may scoff at
the idea of “learning for learning’s sake,” consider that the
more conscientious students in

a class usually wind up getting
the best grades.
In a world where letters on
a transcript mean everything,
it can be difficult to see how
developing a skill set could be
more important than memorizing the dates for an upcoming

test.
After all, what employer
isn’t dying to know when the
Civil War began?
This editorial represents the
majority opinion of the Herald’s
10-member editorial board.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Administrators salaries too high
When one views the salaries of the
administrators of Western compared to
the tuition hikes that we have experienced
since 2000, it is nothing short of robbery.
The growth that Western has experienced
has not been sustainable over the past
decade. We are not living within our
means, but we still want to continue to
build at a breakneck pace.
In economic hard times, institutions
are expected to tighten the belt and reduce
building and executive salaries. Western
has continued its status quo policies of
undertaking too much at once during the
state fiscal crisis.
In the year 2000, Dr. Ransdell made
$175,776, and tuition was $1,267. Since
then, we have seen both of these figures increase tremendously. Tuition
has swelled 273 percent to $3,465 and
Ransdell’s salary has grown 200 percent to $352,000. To compare this with
another public official, the Governor of
Kentucky makes $111,945, and that is
with a 10 percent cut.
Ransdell has been building his legacy
and retirement on the backs of the students. Ransdell is not the CEO of a
Fortune 500 company. He is a public official who claims to care about this institution. I call on him as well as all of the vice
presidents to give back a generous por-

tion of their salary to the general budget
or to a new scholarship fund. This move
would break the ranks of the majority of
university presidents and administrators
and show Western really is a leading
American university that values the quality of education rather than the quality of
compensation for its executives.
George Eklund IV
Morehead senior

Faculty salary inequity justified?
After reading the Feb. 24 story titled
“Western’s top salaries comparable to
benchmark schools,” I felt compelled to
express my concern about the discipline
bias in the justification for disciplinebased salary inequities at Western.
Associate Economics Professor Brian
Strow said business college faculty
are among the highest paid because of
“opportunity cost” and that “business college professors have more non-academic
alternatives for their careers than other
university professors.”
As a registered and licensed professional geologist I have had a number of
extramural opportunities to practice my
profession and to engage my students in
meaningful project-based activities.
These range widely from major oil

companies to environmental clean-up as
an EPA contractor to litigation-support
scientist.
If Dr. Strow and the Western administration would look at the STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering & Math) disciplines they would see that there are
handsome rewards for those working in
industry and that there are indeed a large
number of non-academic career opportunities.
For example, the U.S. Bureau of Labor
Statistics states the average industry salary
for a geoscientist was $119,430 in 2007.
That is to say, the average geoscientist in
this country almost breaks into the list of
the ‘Top 25’ salaries paid at Western.
The Bureau also predicts there will be
22 percent more jobs for Geologists in
2016 which is more than twice the anticipated growth rate for all occupations.
Dr. Strow perpetuates the myth that
academic salaries in business related disciplines need to be marketplace competitive. Why is the same not true for other
professions? Our nation and Kentucky
especially lag in the STEM disciplines.
Well-trained technical professionals are
sorely needed at this time to advance the
economy and improve our global competitiveness and that includes those of us
who educate the next generation.
If Western is serious about becoming
“A leading American university with

international reach” we must try to competitively recruit and retain the best faculty, period. It’s time we broaden our vision
and stop treating ‘business as usual.’
Michael May
Geology Professor

Fans should cheer for Toppers, not
against other team
Standing in the student section this
past Thursday night was somewhat of
an embarrassment. I have become fed
up with the behavior of the fans in the
student section.
During the FAU game, there were
many remarks made toward FAU that
were not necessary. Some examples I
heard included fellatio to a donkey, cries
telling the FAU players to go back to jail
and of course the “Bulls---” chant.
It is time for Western student fans to
grow up. There is a difference in cheering
for the Hilltoppers and shouting derogatory remarks toward the opposing team.
Take the high road, fans. Cheer for the
effort that Western is giving, and not the
idiot who uses the “F” bomb numerous
times while yelling at the opposing team.
Ben Mohon
Lewisburg senior

SUBMISSIONS
The Herald encourages
readers to write letters
and commentaries
on topics of public
interest. Here are a few
guidelines:
1. Letters should not exceed
250 words, and commentaries should be 700-800
words.
2. Originality counts. Please
don’t submit plagiarized
work.
3. For verification, letters and
commentaries MUST include
your name, phone number,
home town and classification
or title.
4. Letters may not run in
every edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the
right to edit all letters for
style, grammar, length and
clarity. The Herald does NOT
print libelous submissions.

A cartoon strip by Annie Erskine

DISCLAIMER
The opinions expressed
in this newspaper
DO NOT reflect those of
Western’s employees
or of its administration.
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Don’t Miss
Nat’s
Famous

Vagina Monologues tomorrow night
COLE CLAYBOURN
news@chherald.com

“Hopefully it will be a good time for everyone to
come together and celebrate women.”
Pedigo said the goal for the show is to
The women’s studies program will put on empower women and give them a venue to talk
a performance dealing with female sexuality about the issues with which they deal.
tomorrow night.
Last year’s show attracted more than 300
The 11th annual Vagina Monologues will take people, he said.
place on Wednesday at the Garrett Conference
“We hope a lot more come than last year,”
Center Ballroom. The doors open at 6:30 p.m., Pedigo said. “I’ve been hearing people talk about
and the show starts at 7:30.
the show and saying that they are planning on
Frankfort junior Melinda Bleuel, the director coming.”
of the program, said she hopes the event will raise
Bleuel said she’s also optimistic about a large
awareness about women.
turnout.
“Nothing positive has ever
“We usually sell out this
been done about women’s
show every year,” she said.
sexuality,” Bleuel said.
“We’re hoping for the same
IF YOU GO:
“Women are sexual beings
result this year.”
What: The Vagina Monologues
too. The Vagina Monologues
Tickets usually sell out
When: Wednesday, March 4
is a way to talk positively
quickly, Bleuel said.
about women.”
The event was in Grise
Doors open at 6:30 p.m.
Students will interpret each
Hall auditorium last year.
Performance begins at 7:30 p.m.
monologue instead of playing
They chose to have it in
Where: Garrett Ballroom
a character, Bleuel said.
Garrett this year because it is
Tickets: $7 at the door. Tickets
Bleuel said the show is done
bigger, she said.
are limited.
by students in the Women’s
All proceeds for the event
Light refreshments and live music
Studies program.
will go to Hope Harbor, a
will begin at 6:30 p.m.
Students
have
been
sexual trauma recovery
▼▼

20

▼▼

%

Source: Western’s Web site
preparing for the show
center located in Bowling
since the beginning of the
Green, Bleuel said.
semester,
said Michael
Pedigo said the show has
Pedigo, a Hopkinsville senior
been promoted a lot.
and the public relations coordinator for the
He said students have created a Facebook group
event.
and event, contacted businesses and handed out
The project is for a class on Western feminist flyers. WBKO and Revolution 91.7 mentioned
theory, Louisville sophomore Megan Green said. the show on air.
She is working behind the scenes.
They also had a booth in Downing University
“The goal for this show is to give people a better Center and an advertisement on Western’s Web
perspective on the female body,” Green said. site, Pedigo said.

All
Women’s
and
Men’s
Swimwear

▼

Regional universities, including Western4 percent
Research institutions, including UK5 percent
Kentucky Community and Technical College
System- 3 percent

▼

University officials can set tuition increases at
or below the ceilings.
Ransdell said he thinks Board of Regents will
approve a 4 percent increase at its April meeting.
Undergraduate in-state tuition for the 20082009 academic year was $6,930. A 4 percent
increase would cost students about $277 next
academic year.
Patrick said the federal stimulus bill provides
more money to types of financial aid, such as
the Pell Grant, which could help offset increased
tuition costs for some students.
She said the varying types of institutions have
different tuition caps because they have different
missions.
UK, for example, wants to be a top 20 public
research institution by 2020, Patrick said.
“The cost drivers to become a top 20 research
institution are quite different from a community
and technical college system,” she said.
Ransdell said Western’s emerging mission
is to focus on applied research rather than basic
research, which is debatably more expensive than
applied research.
Applied research is using existing knowledge
to solve problems, Ransdell said. Basic research
is the search for new knowledge.
He previously said the tuition increase would

▼

from front page

OFF

The Council on Postsecondary
Education staff recommendation for
tuition increase caps:

Last year’s tuition increases:
Western- 8 percent
UK- 9 percent
KCTCS- 5.2 percent

▼▼▼

Tuition
Continued
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Source: CPE Communications Director Sue Patrick

probably closely mirror the rate of inflation.
The Higher Education Price Index is the
inflation index that tracks higher education costs,
according to the Commonfund Institute’s Web
site.
The HEPI for 2008 is 3.7 percent, according
to the Web site.
“We were trying to get our tuition increase
down to a reasonable rate of inflation, and that’s
what we’ve achieved,” Ransdell said.
Ransdell said the board probably would have
set the tuition increase at about 4 percent even
without CPE’s cap.

Lealani

25 OFF
%
%

20 OFF
%
%

Flip Flops

In Hartland on Scottsville Road
1121 Wilkinson Trace
Bowling Green, KY
(270) 842-6211
www.natsoutdoor.com Hours: Mon.-Sat. 9:30-8, Sun. 12-5
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Herald
Student news.
Faculty news.
Alumni news.
All news.

EMILY ULBER
news@chherald.com
A grant from the U.S.
Department of Education will
give Western entrepreneurial
students a chance to make connections beyond the Hill.
President Gary Ransdell
signed a consortium agreement
as a part of the North American
Mobility Program on Feb. 12,
according to a Western press
release.
The
North
American
Mobility Program is a grant
competition run cooperatively by the governments of the
United States, Canada and
Mexico, according to the U.S.
Department of Education’s
Web site.
The American universities
will exchange students with
the Canadian and Mexican universities, according to the press
release.
The agreement is among
Western, Western Illinois
University, two Canadian universities and two Mexican universities, said Daniel Myers,
project director and assistant
economics professor.
Ten students from Western

t

2008-2009 Cultural Enhancement Series

Ransdell signs consortium agreement

TAIKOPROJECT
Japanese Drumming for a New Era
Tues., March 17, 2009 7:30 p.m. Capitol Arts Theatre
Admission is free and the public is welcome.
For more information, call 270-745-5204
Co-sponsored by the Campus Activites Board

“What we find is they wish
they could go for longer or
do this earlier in their college
careers,” he said.
Wil Clouse, professor for
the Center for Entrepreneurship
and Innovation, is one of the
faculty members participating
in the project.
He said he is very excited to
participate and that he will be
working on development for
the project and traveling.
The U.S. Department
of Education Fund for the
Improvement of Postsecondary
Education
is
providing
$180,000 over a four-year
period to Western and Western
Illinois for the program, according to the press release.
Funding for the Canadian
universities,
Laurentian
University and Universite
de Moncton, is provided by
Human Resources and Social
Development Canada, according to the press release.
Funding for the Mexican
universities,
Universidad
Autonoma de Nuevo Leon and
Universidad Panamericana and
is provided by the Secretary of
Public Education in Mexico,
according to the press release.

signed a proclamation Monday
for Sexual Assault Awareness
Month, according to the
release.
Here are some of the events:
Healthy Days–12-5 p.m.
today at the Preston Center.
Vagina Monologues–doors
open at 6:30 p.m. March 4 at
Garrett Ballroom.
Thursdays in Black– all
day March 19, wear black and
teal ribbons for sexual assault
awareness.
Cup of Prevention– all day
March 20 at Greener Groundz.

at Hope Harbor, 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. on March 17 at Downing
University Center and 10:30
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on March 17
at South Campus, according to
the press release.
Other locations include 11
a.m. to 1 p.m. on March 18 at
the Glasgow campus, 10 a.m.
to 12 p.m. on March 19 at Hope
Harbor’s Franklin office and 10
a.m. to 12 p.m. on March 20 at
Hope Harbor’s Glasgow office,
according to the press release.

“What we find
is they wish
they could go
longer or do
this earlier in
their college
careers.”

News brief

Officials plan for sexual
awareness month

(re)generation

and Western Illinois will be marily focus on working with
able to participate in the pro- immigrants in the area, Myers
gram, Myers said.
said.
They will be awarded up to
Other underserved popula$2,500 for a semester of study- tions that the partner schools
ing abroad, according to the will work with include rural
press release.
entrepreneurs, females, peoParticipating students will be ple in poverty and indigenous
working on a project called the people, according to the press
Alliance to Enhance
release.
Entrepreneurial
The Gordon
Impact to Stimulate
Ford College of
Economic Growth
Business
and
Among Underserved
the Center for
Groups in North
Entrepreneurship
America, according
and Innovation
to the press release.
submitted
the
The project will
grant in April
begin this fall, Myers
2008 and faculty
said.
members were
Students who parnotified of their
ticipate in the pro— Daniel Myers award in October
gram generally travel
Project director 2008, Myers said.
abroad for a semesRansdell said
ter or a year, Myers
he commended
said.
faculty of Gordon Ford College
Each school will focus on of Business for collaborating
building entrepreneurial rela- on the grant.
tionships with an underserved
This is the third North
population in their commu- American Mobility Program
nity, according to the press Western has participated in
release.
since 1997, he said.
Since Bowling Green has
Student feedback for the
a large immigrant population, program has been positive so
students at Western will pri- far, Myers said.

Western and Hope Harbor
are organizing events this month
for Sexual Assault Awareness
Month, according to a Western
press release.
People between the ages of
16 and 24 are four times more
likely to be sexually assaulted
than any other age group.
Sexual assault can affect victims’ social, physical and emotional well-being.
President Gary Ransdell

Wear Denim Day–all day
March 24.
Take Back the Night–6 p.m.
March 26 at the Warren County
Justice Center.
Shine Your Light on Sexual
Violence–March 31, turn on
car and porch lights or light a
candle.
The Clothesline Project–a
display about violence against
women will be all month at the
Alive Center, according to the
release.
It will also be displayed from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on March 11

— Christina Howerton
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Expires 6-30-08
12/30/09
Must
Purchase 33 Pizzas
Pizzas  Offer
Offer Expires
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Please mention coupon when ordering. One coupon per person per visit at participating Pizza Hut locations. Not valid in
combination with any other special offer or coupon. Valid on Carryout or Delivery where available. Limited delivery area.
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Grad student captures lizards for research
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The AARC chose the
fifth week to conduct the
assessment because most
teachers have given their first
big test, and students still have
the majority of the semester
to improve, AARC Assistant
Director Sean McCray said.
History Instructor David
Serafini said that, although
he supports the program, five
weeks doesn’t always provide
teachers enough time to grade
significant coursework.
“We too often have to
assess based on minor grades
and attendance that may not
be indicative of long-term
success or failure,” he said.
Teachers have been
completing assessments for at
least four years, but students
were able to view them for
the first time during the spring
2008 semester, Bonaguro
said.
Faculty, academic advisers
and some professional staff
have always had access to
the assessments, Bonaguro
said. AARC faculty and staff
view the assessments in order
to identify students with four
or five poor academic or
attendance grades.
After faculty and staff

Maria “Clara”
Figueirinhas is
an AmericanPortugese graduate student
working on her
master’s degree
in biology on
phylogenetics
of a Portugese
lizard.

10

from front page

Mondays at 1:00pm (excluding Holidays)

You don’t have to bowl every Monday, just the ones you want to!

For only $6.00 bowl 3 games,
win cash & help rasie money to ﬁght Breast Cancer!

Weekly
Rafﬂes
Fun Money
Shots

Prizes

Proceeds beneﬁt
Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation

Strike on colored headpin ______________ $1.00
3 Strikes in a row (Men) _______________ $ 1.00
2 Strikes in a row (Women) _____________ $ .25
(each succeeding strike)
High Series (Men & Women) _____________ $ .50
3 Games same score ___________________ $1.00

*No strike carries over from the end of one game to the beginning of the next.*
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WHAT’S YOUR STORY?

identify these students, they
ask all advisers on campus to
find students to discuss the
assessments, she said.
“Our big point is
intervention,” Bonaguro said.
“We aren’t there to yell at
them.”
Advisers got help locating
and speaking with students
when HRL partnered with
AARC for the fifth week
assessment program in fall of
2007, HRL Associate Director
Lynne Holland said.
Hall
directors
are
encouraged to help individuals
with poor assessments who
live in their dorms make an
academic plan, Holland said.
“They function as academic
advisers,” Holland said. “It’s
another individual on campus
who is concerned about their
welfare.”
AARC and HRL staff
logged 1,468 comments from
advisers about speaking to
students with poor assessments
last semester, Bonaguro said.
She said the influx of
students into The Learning
Center after the assessments
also indicates the positive
impact of the program.
Freshmen can see their
grades by logging onto their
TopNet accounts, locating the
“Student Records” menu and
selecting “View Freshman
Assessment Report.”

27

Continued

C Y
M K

College Heights Herald

March 3, 2009

Fifth

CYAN MEGENTA YELLOW BLACK

Grocery bags hung in her
hands as she walked down a
bustling Scottsville Road on her
way home.
“It was an interesting phase
— it took me one hour to walk for
groceries,” 24-year-old graduate
student Clara Figueirinhas said
as she reflected on the days she
didn’t have a license.
Coming from Lisbon, the
capitol of Portugal, Figueirinhas
was used to the convenience
of public transportation that
Bowling Green lacked.
She often looks back on the
year-and-a-half and thinks of it
as a learning experience. As a
second-year graduate student,
she is an assistant teacher for an
introduction to biology course
and a researcher in the lab of
the Engineering and Biological
Sciences building.

Figueirinhas’ research is
a unique endeavor in itself.
Inspired by specific islands
of Portugal, her interest
was sparked by a species of
lizard that had no genetic
information to show it was
related to other lizards on an
island nearby.
“I dedicate half of my week,
all afternoons and mornings, to
research,” she said.
She collected half of her
DNA samples before coming to
Western and continued during
Winter Break. She traveled to
the deserted island of Farilhões
equipped with only a fishing
pole and dental floss in the
shape of a noose.
Figueirinhas laughed as she
remembered her methods for
getting the lizards; she associated
catching 10-centimeter-long
lizards with capturing crazy
dogs like a dog catcher.
“I had to sit and be very still

C Y
M K

to catch them,” she said. “With
the fishing pole stretching out
three feet, I slowly approached
the lizards, put dental floss
around their head and gave it
a pull.”
Though she spent one week
without fresh water, she recalled
the experience as an exciting
one.
“Just lizards and sea gulls,
sleeping on the floor of an old
lighthouse,” she said, visualizing
her stay there.
Figueirinhas extracts all of
her data in a small lab filled
with books, then returns to her
apartment to prepare lectures
and analyze the data.
“Honestly — I work in my
spare time,” she said.
And her persistence doesn’t
go unnoticed.
“Clara puts us to shame
with how much time she
spends in here,” Hendersonville
junior Ashley Mefford said

CYAN MEGENTA YELLOW BLACK

while sharing the lab with
Figueirinhas.
While Figueirinhas enjoys
the research and has gotten more
comfortable here, adjusting to
this region of the world still has
its quirks.
“We have to ask her to slow
down a little bit, reminding
her that we speak a tiny bit
slower in good old Kentucky,”
Bowling Green freshman
Jessica Donnelly said about
Figueirinhas’ teaching in her
biology class.
New traditions such as
Thanksgiving, celebrating two
Father’s Days on different dates
for the U.S. and Portugal and
friendly strangers smiling at
her when she passes them are
just a few of the things that
Figueirinhas finds weird.
“Bowling Green is very small
and peaceful,” she said. “It feels
much safer here — different,
but very pleasant.”

C Y
M K

C Y
M K

C Y
M K

Page 8

C Y
M K

College Heights Herald

Body Works
Chiropractic
Amy Brumlow

Chiropractor
2965 North Mill Ave.
Bowling Green, KY 42104
(270) 904-BODY
bodyworkschiropractic@gmail.com

DEREON • ROCAWEAR • AKADEMIKS • NEW ERA • BABY PHAT

HIP HOP
FASHIONS

“Carrying the latest in urban fashions”
WKU Mondays-20% off with any college ID
Tuesday-Friday get 10% off
1562 US 31 bypass, Bowling Green, KY
for more information cantact: 270.781.3213

EVISU • APPLE BOTTOM • ENYCE

AKADEMIKS • DEREON • MECCA
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COOGI • EVOLUTION • APPLE BOTTOM • EVISU

Miss Kitty’s
3315 Louisville Rd 270-782-7777
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Western was also without the
services of sophomore forward
Arnika Brown. Brown, the
Sun Belt’s leading rebounder
and fifth best rebounder in
the country, played just four
minutes for what Graves said
were “personnel decisions.”
The last time the two teams
met on Jan. 14, Clark only
scored 18 points while Brown
brought down 20 rebounds. The
absence of Brown didn’t go
unnoticed by the Blue Raiders.
“We were actually definitely
surprised,” Clark said. “You
know she’s up for (most valuable
player) of the conference, so we
figured she’d come out here and
give us a good game.”
The Lady Toppers also had
to play the last nine minutes
without sophomore guard Amy
McNear after she fell to the

court and hit her tailbone.
Prior to halftime, McNear
left the game to have her knee
examined by Western trainers.
When Western came back
onto the floor afterward, McNear
had put a brace on her knee.
With McNear out, sophomore
guard Hope Brown took over
for the Lady Toppers, scoring
seven of their last 14 points in
the game.
While Western shot 42.9
percent from the field in the
second half, compared to the
Blue Raider’s 41.2, it was
MTSU’s ability to hit nine
three-pointers to Western’s zero
that created even more distance
between the two teams.
“We just wanted to, as coach
said, play with their runs,”
MTSU junior guard Chelsia
Lymon said. “They had a big
run in the first half, so we just
had to take our time and just
keep doing what we know how
to do best, and that’s to run our
offense and just play straight up

March 3, 2009
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Associate Athletic Trainer Paula Upright tends to sophomore
guard Amy McNear who sustained an injury after tripping over a
Middle Tennessee defender during the second half of the game
against MTSU.
defense.”
“I think we did get under
(Western’s) skin a little bit with
turnovers, but I think we just
stayed with our game plan.”
Because of the loss, Western

will now host Louisiana-Monroe
in the first round of the Sun Belt
Tournament. The game will be
played at 7 p.m. Wednesday at
Diddle Arena. Students will get
in free with a valid ID.

BEYOND THE HILL

Service learning organization hosts
symposium on trip to Belize
MARY BARCZAK
news@chherald.com
Erin Bertone walked about a
mile every day to get to the clinic where she and other Western
students administered healthcare to the people of Gales
Point, Belize.
The senior from Franklin,
Tenn., said her favorite part of
the trip was the walk because
they were stopped by villagers
who shared stories with them
and gave them presents such as
oranges and coconut pastries.
“It was more meaningful to
get to know the people than just
doing the services,” Bertone
said.
The International Health
and Human Services Learning
Program sponsored the Belize

Service Learning Symposium
“You Better Belize It” Monday
in the Downing University
Center.
The symposium showcased
the group’s recent trip to Gales
Point, Belize.
About 40 people attended
the event.
The trip was Jan. 7 through
15, said Ritchie Taylor, assistant public health professor.
The group consisted of 22
people
including students,
graduate students, faculty and
some medical practitioners,
Taylor said.
The University of Louisville
started the program, but they
handed it over to Western, said
Carrie Menapace, a graduate student from Albuquerque, N.M.
Gales Point has been receiv-

ing healthcare for 10 years from
Western and U of L, Taylor
said. Western has had a group
go to Gales Point every year
since they took over the program.
The group was divided into
three teams: dental hygiene,
nursing and environmental
health service learning, he said.
Menapace was the only student who went on the trip who
wasn’t in a health services program at Western.
She is studying to get her
master’s in public administration.
The program is open to all
students regardless of their
fields of study, Taylor said.
Students who go on the trip
also receive three credit hours
for independent study, Taylor

said.
Menapace said service learning is the moral responsibility to
give back to society.
“I know in government especially we like to talk a lot about
structure and power, but we
don’t do a lot of getting our
hands dirty,” she said. “Well, I
was able to get my hands dirty
on this trip though.”
Menapace said the group’s
main goal was to find out how
to improve the quality of life for
those in Gales Point. One goal
is providing the area with clean
drinking water.
The group hosted outreach
events for the community
including a lesson on water conservation with children at a local
school and a community night
with the residents, she said.

LUXURY STUDENT LIVING

MINUTES FROM CAMPUS

VISIT US TODAY AT HILLTOPPERHOME.COM OR 2602 NAVAJO DR.

ZERO
DEPOSIT

ZERO
MOVE-IN FEES

ZERO
APPLICATION FEES
SEE OFFICE FOR DETAILS

GREAT LOCATION • SWIMMING POOL • FITNESS CENTER • FULL-SIZE WASHER & DRYER IN UNIT • PRIVATE BEDROOMS

270.746.9519
2602 NAVAJO DRIVE
HILLTOPPERHOME.COM
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“We got up by so much that
it was easy to do,” he said. “Plus
it was so cold that we wanted to
rest some of the veteran guys.”
Kes Carter, freshman outfielder
and pitcher, has played in four
of Western’s five games this
season, receiving his first
collegiate start on the mound
on Sunday.
Carter (1-0) pitched four
innings, giving up four hits and
three runs and striking out five.
“It was a big rush,” he said.
“It’s just the environment
overall. It was completely
different the first inning for
sure, but after the first inning I
think I settled down.”
Freshman pitcher Tyler Gilliland
also started his first collegiate
game on Sunday, pitching three
innings in the second game of the
doubleheader.
Gilliland gave up three hits
and three runs, striking out two.
Finwood said that he was
impressed with the way both
freshmen performed against the
Great Danes.
“I thought Kes did a great
job,” he said. “They probably
shouldn’t have gotten two of
those runs. And Tyler’s still
working on some stuff, but he’ll
get a lot better.”
Carter, a native of Brentwood,
Tenn., entered his first collegiate
game during Western’s 10-7 loss
at Vanderbilt on Wednesday.
“It was pretty weird,” he
said. “I know a lot of people
on Vanderbilt’s team and just
seeing them on that team and
being on this team and not
being in high school anymore,
it was different.”
The Toppers will face
Belmont at 3 p.m. today at
Denes Field.

Sun Belt

Continued
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Softball
Continued

from sports page

Senior
pitcher
Ryan
Rogge, who pitched wins in
all three contests, attributed
the weekend’s success and the
success of this point in the
season to experience.
“We’re a really old team,
and we already know what
to expect,” Rogge said. “Our
mindset this year was we
already know what’s going to
happen this year, and we know
the drill. We know what to do
when a situation comes up, so
I don’t think we get nervous
anymore. Even people come
off our bench and get doubles
when they pinch hit. Even

Track
Continued

from sports page

Janet Jesang won both the
one-mile and 3,000-meter
distance runs, following up
on performances that have
qualified her for NCAA Indoor
Championships on March
13-14.
Supporting act freshman
Sharika Smith took all-Sun
Belt honors in the long jump,
winning with a school recordtying leap of 19-feet, 9-inches.
Smith was named the Sun
Belt’s Most Outstanding
Female Freshman following
the meet.
The men’s team couldn’t
quite overcome a 10-point first
day deficit, placing second
overall to MTSU 131-127.
Junior Gavin Smellie
recorded an NCAA provisional
time of 21.39 in the 200-meter
dash, fighting off a lingering
knee injury that’s hampered
him for much of the season.
Jenkins was only positive

sophomores are stepping up.”
The Lady Toppers are
looking ahead to this weekend
in which they are scheduled to
play Bowling Green (Ohio),
Georgia State, TennesseeMartin, Austin Peay and
Georgia Tech.
“We’re learning to build
some confidence. Georgia
Tech is a really good team,”
Rogge said. “I think we are
going to go in and play as hard
as we can — keep showing
people that we aren’t who they
think we are. We’re just going
to work on the things we need
to work on before we hit our
big conference games.”
The Lady Toppers will be in
action this upcoming weekend
starting Friday in Atlanta,
Ga., in Georgia Tech’s Buzz
Classic.

about the sprinter, saying, “You
couldn’t ask for much more out
of a student-athlete than what
we got out of Gavin.”
In the throwing division,
junior Brian Soverns set a
personal best at 55 feet, 3
inches in a Western sweep of
the shot put alongside Matt
Taitt’s 55-3.75. Soverns also
won the 35-pound weight
throw with a toss of 59 feet,
4.75 inches.
In the closest finish of
Sunday’s competition, senior
Alexander Larin squeezed
out the 400-meters by four
thousandths of a second,
but the men’s 4x400 team
once again failed to earn a
provisional time, only able to
muster second place.
“Middle Tennessee had a
very good team, and we knew
that,” Jenkins said. “We knew
we had to do things basically
flawless to win.”
Western’s men’s 4x400 relay
team will have a final attempt
at making the NCAA Indoor
National Championships next
week at the Iowa State Last
Chance meet in Ames, Iowa.
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For Rent
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For Rent

1, 2 & 3 bedroom Apartments
located throughout
Bowling Green. Appliances
included. Pets acceptable.
Call (270)782-1863
www.homesteadrental.com
••••••••••••••••••••

All Utilities Paid!
1 Bdrm $559; 2 Bdrm $609
3 Minutes to Campus!
New Fitness Center!
New Business Center &
Computer Lab! New hardwood!
Move in ready!
Call 781-5471
www.greenhavenapartments.com

1 Bdrm. Apartments, Newly
Remodeled. 1 block to
downtown square. 928 Elm St.
$425-$450/mo. (270)535-1155

Cabell Gardens. Fall 2009.
Executive apartments,
one block from WKU.
2 or 3 Bdrm. $260/each.
Parking w/d, all appliances.
1504 Park St. 781-9182

Large upstairs apartment,
1800 sq. Ft. 3 Bdrm, 11/2
baths, Large kitchen, dining
room combo, large living room.
Water furnished $575/mo. and
$575 deposit. Located at
2052 Apt. 1 Russellville Rd.
For more information call
(270)843-8722,
(270)535-2886
••••••••••••••••••••

4 Bdrm. 2 baths,
fully furnished, utilities paid,
individually leased student
apartment. Bring in a friend
and save $200.00. Please call
the Gables Apartment at
846-1000.
For more info.
••••••••••••••••••••
3 Bdrm 2 bath home, near the
water park & WKU. $800/mo.
deposit, references, and no pets.
1 yr. lease. 2652 Thames Valley.
Call 535-2855

••••••••••••••••••••

Cozy 2 Bdrm. Luxury
Cottage. 1 block to Campus,
1303-B Center St.
$650/mo. ALL UTILITIES
INCLUDED. (270)535-1155

••••••••••••••••••••

Publisher’s Notice: All real estate advertised in
this newspaper is subject to the Fair Housing Act
of 1968 which makes it illegal to advertise “any
preference, limitation, or discrimination based
on race, color, religion, sex, or national origin,
handicapped status, families with children, or any
intention to make such a preference, limitation
or discrimination.” This newspaper will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real estate
which is in violation of the law. Our readers are
hereby informed that all dwellings advertised
in this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. Please notify the Fair Housing
Council at 502-583-3247 or 1-800-558-3247 if
you feel there has been a violation.

Note to Readers: The College Heights
Herald screens ads for misleading or
false claims but cannot guarantee
any ad or claim. Please use caution
when answering ads, especially when
asked to send money or provide credit
card information The College Heights
Herald is not responsible for the
content or validity of these
paid classiﬁed ads.

••••••••••••••••••••

••••••••••••••••••••

3-4 Bdrm. 2 bath house, at
1112 Chestnut St. W/D
furnished. Central heat & air
$850/mo. 781-8307

••••••••••••••••••••

••••••••••••••••••••

Nice 3 Bdrm. Apartments.
1 block to campus. 1309
Chestnut St. $750-$800/mo.
(270)535-1155

••••••••••••••••••••

Help Wanted

CITY OF BOWLING GREEN

GOLF DIVISION

Applications are currently being accepted for the following
positions with the Golf Division:

Golf Shop Attendant
Greenskeeper 1
Weekly work schedules will consist of 15-40 hours per
week (depending upon position) with weekend work
required. Must be 18 + and have ability to work well with
the public. Salary will range from $6.55 - $7.00/hr.,
depending upon the position.
Applications for employment can be obtained at the Human Resources Department in City
Hall, 1001 College Street or from our website at www.bgky.org.
The City of Bowling Green is an Equal Opportunity Employer and a Drug-Free Workplace

WANT

TO PLACE A C LASSIFIED A D ? C ALL T ODAY ! 745-2653
Deadline to place a classified are Tuesday’s Paper: Friday 4PM,
Thursday’s Paper: Tuesday 4PM

ONLY $6.00 for first 15 words, $.30 for each additional word
We Accept Mastercard, Visa & Discover Card by phone or just stop by our new building! (across from MMTH)

from front page

Western will now focus
their attention on the Sun Belt
Conference tournament which
begins this week at campus
sites. They will play the winner
of the No. 8-seed LouisianaLafayette/No. 9-seed Florida
International game that will
be played Wednesday night in
Lafayette, La.
“I think there’s about seven
teams that could win it,” MTSU
head coach Kermit Davis said. “I
guarantee (a lot of teams) think
they can win it. There are some
good teams. There really are.”
As for getting ready for the
tournament, March 7-10 in Hot
Springs, Ark., the newcomers
won’t find it hard.
“It won’t take that long to
get adjusted to it,” sophomore
forward Sergio Kerusch said.
“We’re just gonna go out
there and just play basketball.
I’m pretty sure [junior guard
Anthony] Sally and all them are
going to do the same.”
The game served as a
cautionary tale for the Toppers.
A tale that McDonald will make
sure they won’t forget any time
soon.
“We’ll watch the tape, and
understand that no matter who
we play and how far we’re
up, we need to keep playing,”
McDonald said.
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Tuesday March 3, 2009
Western Kentucky University
Bowling Green, Kentucky

www.wkuherald.com

TRACK & FIELD

Women’s track
team wins SBC,
men’s finish third
JONATHAN LINTNER
sports@chherald.com
Less than two weeks after receiving
its highest rank in program history,
Western’s women’s track team
captured its fourth-straight Sun Belt
Conference Title.
The
29th-nationally
ranked
women out-scored Middle Tennessee
State 142-93 at the Sun Belt Indoor
Championships in Jonesboro, Ark.,
led by a record-breaking performance
from senior Valerie Brown.
Brown’s
53.28-second
run
in the 400-meter dash was a SBC
championship record, and with senior
Alecia Brown trailing, the two swept
the top spots of the event for Western.
“It was very exciting and very
humbling to see (Valerie) go out and
perform like that,” Western and 2009
Women’s Sun Belt Coach of the Year
Erik Jenkins said. “That is probably
the most impressive weekend I’ve
ever seen out of a sprinter in our
conference.”
Valerie Brown’s 200-meter run
earned her an NCAA provisional spot,
in addition to first place at the meet.
“It’s the mind frame of being a senior
and wanting to end on a good note,”
Brown said. “I feel like there’s room
for improvement and running with the
girls at nationals will push me.”
See TRACK,
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SOFTBALL

Lady Toppers get hot
start in Sun Belt play

LUKE SHARRETT/Herald

Freshman forward Vanessa Obafemi struggles with Middle Tennessee forward Alysha Clark for possession of the ball during the first half of the Lady Toppers’
Sunday afternoon game at Middle Tennessee State University in Murfreesboro, Tenn. The Lady Toppers committed 20 turnovers to Middle Tennessee’s 11, falling
to the Blue Raiders 87-61.

Unfamiliar territory
With loss to MTSU, Western will host first round Sun Belt Conference game

RYAN CAREY
sports@chherald.com

RANDALL REARDEN
sports@chherald.com
Frustration and disappointment may
have been reflected in the answer you
would have gotten if you asked the
Western softball team about how the
Sun Belt Conference games went in
years past.
Now, just one weekend in to the Sun
Belt schedule, if one asked the members
of Western’s softball team, they would
respond with satisfaction with their
weekend stint in Miami, Fla.
With Western’s 4-1 win on Sunday
the Lady Toppers completed the sweep
of Florida International.
It was the first sweep in Sun Belt
Conference action since they swept
South Alabama in April of last year,
their only sweep of a conference
opponent last season.
Coach Tyra Perry was pleased with
the performance and the adjustments
made throughout the weekend.
“They have a better ability to
adjust,” Perry said. “It used to take
us a long time to make adjustments.
Even this weekend, we showed our
increased ability to adjust to different
situations throughout the game.”
Junior utility player Kelsey
McCauley said that the sweep gives
the Lady Tops something to look
forward to.
“It gives us a little fire,” McCauley
said. “It just gives us that confidence
going into the next conference series,
which is in two weeks (March 21-22
against Louisiana Lafayette). Going
into this upcoming weekend at
Georgia Tech, it gives us a little more
confidence on our game.”
See SOFTBALL,
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MURFREESBORO, Tenn. —
In Western’s match-up with rival
Middle Tennessee on Sunday, the
nation’s leading scorer, MTSU junior
forward Alysha Clark, wasn’t the
Lady Toppers’ biggest problem.
While the junior had a Murphy
Center record 45 points, Western
(16-12, 10-8 Sun Belt) turned the ball
over 20 times, losing 87-61.
The turnover statistic has proven

to be unkind to the Lady Toppers
throughout the season, as they have
lost five out of eight times when
Western has turned the ball over 20
or more times in a game.
But that wasn’t the only stat
that kept Western from making a
comeback. The Blue Raiders (25-5,
17-1 Sun Belt) also scored 27 second
chance points, and that stat stood
out more than any other to associate
athletic coach David Graves.
“I think, as we all know, you
always have to take care of the

See UNFAMILIAR,
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BASEBALL

Freshman gets experience in weekend wins
SARAH HYMAN
sports@chherald.com
Western wasn’t challenged often
during its four-game weekend series
with Albany, but the Toppers didn’t
have many complaints.
Western (5-1) swept Albany (0-4),
outscoring the Great Danes 64-11
and compiling 52 hits to Albany’s 18
during the two doubleheaders played
on Friday and Sunday.
“Outside of Vanderbilt, we
have not faced great pitching yet,”
coach Chris Finwood said. “But
we just try to have good at-bats,
good approaches, and battle the
pitcher.”
Senior Matt Hightower stole the
show on Sunday, hitting two grand
slams and totaling 11 RBI for the
day. He knocked in a career-high
five RBI in Sunday’s first game.

GET INSIDE THE GAME

“I just want to do everything I can
to help the team,” Hightower said. “I
got some good pitches to hit, and I
made the most of them.”
Friday’s first game, which the
Toppers won 11-0, was halted after
seven innings because of a 10-run
rule. Western won the second game
23-2.
After Saturday’s game was
postponed due to inclement weather,
the teams agreed to shorten both
remaining games because of travel
concerns for Albany.
Western defeated the Great Danes
17-6 in seven innings and 13-3 in
five innings on Sunday.
Because the games’ outcomes
were never in doubt, Finwood was
able to give some of the freshmen
valuable game experience.
See FRESHMAN,

ONLINE
EVEN THOUGH
YOU’RE GOING ON
SPRING BREAK,
THE HERALD ISN’T.
Check wkuherald.com and chhtoppertalk.wordpress.com next week for coverage from the Sun Belt Conference
Tournament in Hot Springs, Ark.

@ WKUHERALD.COM
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basketball,” Graves said. “I think
more than (the turnovers), the biggest
thing was giving second shots, the
19 offensive rebounds, but they’re a
team shooting a percentage like that
— you gotta limit them to one shot.”
Head coach Mary Taylor Cowles
didn’t make herself available to the
media following the game, choosing
to send Graves instead. Western
players were also unavailable
following the loss.
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RYAN STONE/Herald

Junior third baseman Wade Gaynor celebrates after hitting a home run in the
first game of a double header against University of Albany on Sunday. The
Hilltoppers beat Albany 17-6 in the first game and 13-3 in the second game.

BASEBALL

TENNIS

Junior third baseman Wade Gaynor
was named Sun Belt Conference
Player of the Week on Monday.
Gaynor went 9-19, hitting .474 and
slugging 1.000 in as Western swept
Albany in four games over the
weekend, as well the Toppers’ loss
to Vanderbilt last Wednesday. The
selection was Gaynor’s first in his
career.

Western’s men’s tennis team beat
Lipscomb 4-3 over the weekend. The
Lady Toppers also beat Lipscomb
4-3. Currie Martin and Priyank
Gangadharan picked up a doubles
victory for the men.
Marlou and Margot Van Bussel also
won doubles for the Lady Toppers.
Four Toppers and four Lady Toppers
also picked up singles victories.
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